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Education is the Focus in 2016
2015 brought nearly a thousand students from
Pre-K to college to the museum and hundreds of
families. While current exhibits aim to preserve
history and educate, the Children’s Agricultural
Literacy Wing will expand the museum’s outreach
and programming while enhancing the overall
visitor experience.
Using a gift from Larry and Sharon Combest,
the museum started the conceptual exhibit design
with the help of Redbox Workshop based in
Chicago. Redbox Workshop is well known in the
children’s museum world and have done several
farm-themed exhibits across the United States.
With guidance from museum staff, Redbox
developed a plan for 4,000 square feet of exhibit
space and 14 areas of activity, including a farm
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vet and animal barn,
a water table featuring
pivots and terracing,
and a crop cycle exhibit
that looks at food and
fiber from dirt to shirt
and farm to table.
Every exhibit works
together to tell the story
of agriculture through
hands-on interaction,
gross motor play and
storytelling.
In a world of “don’t
touch” and “hands-off”
museums, this area
will encourage children of all ages to touch,
see, smell and feel. They can milk a cow, ride a
tractor and take their crop to market.
This is still the conceptual phase. We are
working hard to raise 3:1 matching funds
to secure the Talkington Foundation grant
of $250,000.00 bu June 1 of this year.
Additionally, we are working on plans for
Phase III construction, which includes the
children’s wing, a classroom, a cotton heritage
center, an archives, a rotating exhibit gallery
and additional bathrooms.
We need your help to make this next step a
reality. For more information on Phase III, the
Children’s Agricultural Literacy Wing or how
you can get involved, contact Lacee at 806239-5796.
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A Word from the Board
Troy Pickering
Vice President of Sales & Business Development, Simmons Pump Inc.

NEW MEMBERS &
RENEWALS
* denotes new membership
SODBUSTER
MWM Architects, Inc.
Brad & Davon Cook
Ronnie & Toni DuBois
Don & Lynnita Hufstedler
Texas Farm Bureau District 2Dan Smith
Texas Farm Bureau District 6Val Stephens
Max & Doris Swinburn
Vardeman Farms
Verett Farms Inc.
Mike Wischkaemper
CREW BOSS
Cody Gruhlkey
Mitchell & Patricia Harris
Doug & Valerie Hlavaty
David & Ronda Langston
Roger & Janice Kitten
Schoepf Farms
Raymond & Jenny Witte
Larry & Patti Work
TOP HAND
Don & Betty Bell
Tony Bishop
Scott & Cynthia Elston
Barry & Lindy Evans
Bernie Gradel, Jr.
Darrell & Linda Gresham
Charles & LeeAnn
Huddleston*
Phyllis Lemon
Tom & Terry Payton
Jeremy & Tiffany Reed
Jim & Linda Risley
Eugene Schroeder
Slaton Co-op Gin*
Eddie & Jennifer Smith
James Wedel Farms
SUPPORTER
Davey & Ann Abell
Ambrosia Catering - David
S. Reed
Denny & Mary Belew
Ute & Loretta Becton
Joe Brown Insurance
Larry & Dana Bryant
Ruth Bryant
Mike & Dannie Carlisle
C.D. & Arvella Cash
Sammy & Heather Castillo
Vic Coker
Randall & Susan Conner
Jerry Drake
John Drake
Joel Drake
Scott Drake

I was born and raised right here in
Lubbock, Texas. I graduated from Monterey
High School in May of 2006. In that same
year, I left for Fort Worth to become a
TCU Horned Frog. I
received my business
degree from Texas
Christian University in
May of 2010. Upon
graduation, I lived and
worked in Fort Worth
for a steel company
based out of Chicago.
In March of
2012, we decided to
make the move back
to Lubbock and after we got married, my
college sweetheart, Morgan, came with me.
We married in Fort Worth in December
of 2012 and she left her hometown of
Houston to become a west Texan.
In February of 2015, we found the true
meaning of life after we had our first child,
a little girl named Hadley. After becoming a
Horned Frog, I still had that strong passion
in me to become a Red Raider. Last year I
decided to go back to school and pursue a
Masters in Business Administration from
Texas Tech.
I look forward to August of next year
when I receive my degree and become an
alumni of Texas Tech. One of the main
reasons for the move back to West Texas
was the opportunity to work for our family
business, Simmons Pump. We manufacture
vertical turbine and submersible turbine
pumps for the agricultural industry, and
municipal and industrial markets all across
the United States.
I have always been interested in the
company, being it was what my grandfather
had worked his entire life for. The
agricultural industry is something that
he was very passionate about and it is an
intergral part of our business.
Being born and raised in Lubbock, I
have always been aware of how important
the agricultural industry is, but have never
spent a lot of time around it. Now, by
being a part of the business and getting to
meet the farmers and ranchers first hand, I
have fallen in love with it.
Last year my family sponsored the
Irrigation: An Underground Story exhibit at
the museum in honor of my grandfather,
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R.H. Pickering.
We feel strongly that people of all ages
should get to see and learn the vital role
our industry plays. We wanted to help
tell the story of how
irrigation has evolved
over the years and
how, through the use
of new technology
and practices, we are
all aiming to improve
efficiency and conserve
the massive natural
resource below our feet,
the Ogallala Aquifer.
The Bayer Museum
of Agriculture is one of the most elaborate,
and fastest growing museums in West
Texas. From the initial building, Brazell
Hall, to the most recent addition, there are
a variety of great exhibits and things to see.
With Phase II of the museum
completed, we are all excited to see the
dreams of Phase III, the Agricultural
Literacy Wing, come to life. This will be
a great addition to an already impressive
facility. It will allow children the
opportunity to learn where their food
and fiber comes from through hands-on
interactive exhibits. Along with a classroom,
Phase III will expand the educational
opportunitiess available for surrounding
school districts to take advantage of.
If you are a member, thank you for
your continued support, if you are not a
member, we would love for you to join and
receive all the great benefits of membership
like free admission and invites to all of our
events.
From the daily volunteers that greet you
every time you walk in the museum, to the
board of directors that continue to help
find ways to grow and fund the projects
of the museum, we are all a dedicated
group of people striving to tell the story of
agriculture. I feel honored to be a part of
this hard working group and look forward
to continuing to serve the museum.
Sincerely,
Troy Pickering
Pictured: Troy, Morgan and Hadley Pickering,
Photo by Brianna Brewer
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ever since. Elaine retired from
Though her time as a museum
Covenant Diagnostic Imaging
volunteer may be shorter than
after 28 years of service.
others, Elaine Johnson has quickly
Jim and Elaine became
become an asset to the volunteer
actively involved in the
staff.
South Plains Antique Tractor
Elaine was born an only child
Association (SPATA), which
in Chickasha, Oklahoma. Her
hosts its annual tractor show
mother stayed home to take care
at the museum.
of the house and family, and
Through the tractor club,
Elaine’s father was a crop duster
Elaine began spending more
pilot. Elaine’s father was hired to
and more time at the museum
spray crops in many areas, causing
and has been serving as a
the family to relocate often.
weekly volunteer for just over
Elaine said she recalls moving
a year.
to seven or eight different schools
Jim and Elaine have
by the time she hit the sixth grade.
two children: Ayme and
When Elaine was in high school,
Christopher, and five
her family resided in Hereford,
Elaine Johnson grandchildren:
Emily, Cayla,
Texas, and her father made the
Grace, Jayden, and Hunter.
decision for the family to put down roots in
Elaine enjoys retirement spending her
Hereford.
time quilting, baking, and taking care of her
It was there that Elaine met Jim Johnson, a
young man from a few towns over, when she was dogs and llamas at their home in Abernathy.
She also enjoys her time at the museum,
a sophomore at Hereford High School. The pair
where she helps with children’s events, office
married when Elaine was 18 years old and they
work, and has even helped find household
have been by each other’s side since that day.
items for the historic Ropesville farmhouse.
Elaine attended radiology school in Amarillo
The Bayer Museum of Agriculture staff
and became a certified CT and MRI technician.
and board thanks Elaine for her dedicated
Jim and Elaine briefly moved to Oklahoma for
Jim to work on his master’s degree, returned two volunteer work at the museum.
years later and have lived in the Lubbock area
Story by Kirby Kennedy & Photo by C. Don Rhodes

High School Seniors Win $25,000.00 for Museum
Grant writing is a necessity for our museum
and a skill that typically takes some time to learn.
However, this past fall, three seniors from the
Talkington School for Young Women Leaders
asked if they could write
a grant on behalf of the
museum.
Emily Wade, Ruthie
Wilson and Olivia Oldham
composed one of thirty-four
teams at the Talkington
School that chose a local
non-profit as part of a
one-of-a-kind program
initiated by Kacey Stevens
of the J.T. and Margaret
Talkington Charitable Foundation. In honor of
Mrs. Talkington’s 100th birthday, the foundation
decided to give away $100,000.00 in the form of
grants and scholarships.
Each team worked closely with the nonprofit, identifying needs, gathering information
and writing their grant application, the same
application required to be submitted by
professional fundraisers. Emily, Ruthie and
Olivia successfully completed the application and
were selected as one of the top three teams in the
competition.
They then made a presentation to their peers,
school faculty and community leaders to garner
support for the Bayer Museum of Agriculture.
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“I was extremely impressed with the girls
out-of-the-box thinking. They really thought
about what Margaret Talkington valued
and decided an exhibit on the importance
of women in
agriculture
throughout
history would
have appealed
to her,” said
Lacee Hoelting,
museum
executive
director.
Their idea
impressed their
peers too and got the second most votes out
of 12 presentations, winning a $25,000.00
grant for the museum and the exhibit. Like
true leaders, even after extra credit and
scholarships, these young ladies are going
above and beyond.
They had hoped to win the top
$50,000.00 grant and are, with the blessing
of their principal and teachers, writing
more grants trying to raise an additional
$25,000.00.

Story by Lacee Hoelting

Pictured From Left: Pat Jones, Dan Taylor, Emily Wade
Ruthie Wilson, Norton Baker with the Talkington
Foundation, Lacee Hoelting, Stanley Young, and Olivia
Oldham at check presentation.

SUPPORTER CONT.’
Stacy Dunn
Bob Durham
Kenny Earman
Joe & LaPearl Embry
Lexie & Kelley Fennell
Jim & Joan Fritzler
Eddy & Cindy Furgeson
Alton & Thalua Garner
James & Carolyn
Goodwin
David & Kathy Gossett
Keith & Diann Grayson
Ronald & Judy Greer
Jessie & Shirley Hartman
Jim & Jan Hayes
Alan Hettler
Tom Hoelting
Robert & Stacey Kollman
Burk & Bernie Lattimore
Sam Law
Jay Leeson*
Sandy Lehman
Zach Lemon*
Lee Leonard
Steve Littlejohn
Robert & Kim Loveless
Charles Macha
Mitch & Angie Martin
Brent Mason
Bailey Mayo
Cecil & Carol McCullar
Weldon & Ann Menzer
Alan & Jere Newton
Greg Nieman
Rick & Venita Nidey
Jerry Nislar
Scott Nolen
Carey Wayne Offield*
Todd Oliver*
Ewart & Lillie Phillips
Clint Robinson
Paul & Gayle Schacht
Ken & Cand Schoppa
Mike & Jill Schwertner
George & Judy Sell
Billy, Sharon & Courtney
Shofner
Edward S. Smith
Kent Springer
Mike Stephens - Action
Printing*
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry
Stockton
Martin & Robin Stoerner
Fred Thayer
Ray Thomas
Kristy Tucker
James & Mary Jo
Underwood
Ricky & Gena Yantis
W W Enterprises
Charles & Annette Wade
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SUPPORTER CONT.’
Bill & Sharon Waters
Alan & Treva Watson
Richard & Toby Wetzel
Oscar & Susan Will*
Ryan Williams*
CORPORATE SPONSOR
Plains Capital Bank*
QUARTERLY
VOLUNTEERS
Bill Adams
Linda Adams
Joe Anthony
Alton Brazell
Ron Chandler
Vic Coker
J.T. Drake
Bob Graham
Sue Graham
Curtis Griffith
Patti Jones
Linda King
Phil Krambeck
Lee Leonard
Doyle McFerrin
Weldon Menzer
Steve Moffett
C. Don Rhodes
Red Rivers
Clint Robinson
Leonard Schmidt
Patsy Smith
Dale Swinburn
Dan Taylor
Brett Underwood
Preston Upshaw
Tommy White
Tommy Woolam
Larry Work
Kaye Wylie
Stanley Young

Emerson Brantingham No. 101 Motorized Cultivator
The Emerson
Brantingham (EB)
No. 101, with its
seesaw-like seat,
will certainly be
one of the most
unusual tractors
you have ever
seen. Restored
for the museum
by volunteers
Red Rivers
and Doyle
McFerrin,
the
cultivator
with all its
gears and
plows, does
not seem to
represent the
description
in the ad;
“The No.101 Motor Cultivator, the
first successful two row cultivator
made, simply constructed, so easy to
operate a boy can cultivate successfully
with it. Gang Shifting control with
gang adjustment for independent
cultivation. See it before you buy it.”
The EB No. 101 Motor Cultivator
first appeared in 1923. It was
designed with a friction-drive
transmission that provided infinitely
variable ground speeds. The No.101
was equipped with a LeRoi fourcylinder motor with a 3-1/8 x4-1/2
inch bore and stroke. Production of
the No. 101 continued for 5 years
until 1928.
The Emerson Brantingham
Implement Company’s name began
in 1909 but its roots go back to the
1850s. John Manny, known as an
ambitious tinkerer was obsessed with
making farming easier. He and Cyrus
McCormick were racing. They each
wanted to build a machine that would
greatly reduce the labor involved in
mowing, gathering, tying and stacking
wheat. Manny and his father did just
that and in 1852 an early machine
they produced won the Gold Medal
Achievement at a competitive trial in
New York.
In 1854, when Ralph Emerson
joined the company, Manny, was
being sued by Cyrus McCormick
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for infringement.
However, with his
country lawyer,
Abe Lincoln, the
trial ended in a
victory for Manny.
Unfortunately, Manny
took ill and died in
1856 at the age of 30.
Emerson, now
at the helm, had a
vision to expand
the company
quickly. Charles
S. Brantingham,
a ruthless
businessman,
but a very moral
man, had the
same vision.
In 1909 he
bought into the
firm making
it Emerson-Brantingham Implement
Company. He was looking for successful
companies with high quality products to
acquire.
The business plan worked and
the company grew rapidly. His last
acquisition, after many successful ones,
was that of the Big Four Tractor Company.
They built monster tractors, some with
wheels eight feet tall. With newer smaller
tractors coming to the market, people
almost immediately started to opt for
smaller more economical machines.
The company’s two money-making
markets suddenly ceased to exist. J.I. Case
watched their demise. Finally in 1928, J.I.
Case bought Emerson-Brantingham for
its plant facilities and their twenty-eight
patents. They were one of 800 implement
companies to fall prey to the times.
Story by Jan Hayes
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SPATA Show Brings Large Crowd to Museum
The South Plains Antique Tractor Association’s (SPATA)
13th Annual Antique Tractor and Engine Show was held
October 17 & 18 at the Bayer Museum of Agriculture.
Familiar faces included
Carlton Parks who set up
a working blacksmith shop
under one of the trees, and
Dennis Satterwhite who
was the Emcee keeping
visitors both informed and
entertained. Elaine Johnson
handled the children’s
events and this was the first
year the museum’s 1938
Ropesville farmhouse was
open for tours, hosted
by Patsy Smith and Kaye
Wylie.
Inside the museum,
Jeanie Shelton brought
looms and demonstrated
how wool is made into yarn
and visitors were able to view new exhibits added since last
year’s show.
The Hale Center FFA kept everyone happy and fed
at the concession stand. People were able to eat under
the big tent as they watched the 2nd Annual Skillet Toss
competition. The winners in the 18-49 group were: 1st
Sabrina Lucero at a distance of 43 feet, 2nd Elizabeth
Pena at 40 feet 7 inches, and 3rd D’Ann Barton at 37
feet. In the age group over 49 the winners were: 1st Jeanie
Shelton at 39 feet, 2nd Leroy Smith at 37 feet 8 inches,
3rd Anita Evans at 30 feet 3 inches. Thank you to all who
participated, and thankfully this year’s skillet didn’t break.

This was the first year that admission to the show was
free and attendees were asked to make donations in orange
buckets placed throughout the grounds.
The event ended with
the drawing of the antique
tractor raffle winner,
Raymond Rodriguez from
Levelland. He was thrilled
to win the tractor and had
bought 4 tickets at the
Plains Watermelon Festival.
His picture and short
article were featured in the
Levelland paper. Proceeds
from the raffle make up
an annual donation to
the museum. Last year’s
donation funded two
murals and an interactive
kiosk on different types of
harvesting.
The Bayer Museum
of Agriculture
congratulates
the South Plains
Antique Tractor
Association on
another successful
show and thanks
them for their
continued support.
Story and top picture by Lacee Hoelting

13th Annual SPATA Show Results
Overall Winners:
People’s Choice Tractor:
1940 Farmall H - Roy Howard, Kress, TX
1952 Massey Harris Pony raffle winner:
Raymond Rodriguez, Levelland, TX
Most Tractors at Show:
6- Steve Trowbridge, Petersburg, TX
Farthest Distance
Traveled:
Joe Mauderly, Albuquerque, NM
Most Engines:
Gary, Cheryl, and Brian Butschek,
Floresville, TX

Tractor Show Pictures
by Luke Horn and
Micah Horn

Oldest Tractor:
1929 GP John Deere, C.A. Stein
These are just a few of the winners from this year’s show,
for a complete list, contact SPATA.
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Remembering Those Special To Us
a unique way to honor or remember someone special
For the convenience of our members and readers,
we now have memorial and honorarium forms available to print online. Go to
www.agriculturehistory.org/membership.php
Forms can be found in the top, right-hand corner
under the heading Forms/Downloads.
Send your completed form and payment to
Bayer Museum of Agriculture
PO Box 505
Lubbock, TX 79408

Special Thanks
IN MEMORY OF . . .

B.L. Anderson, Jr., by Krisotfer & Katie Verett
Weldon Bailey by Texas Star Co-op Gin
John Ed Bain by Hurst Farm Supply
Eddie Bingham by Plains Cotton Growers
Eddie Bingham by Woolam Gin
Kenny Birkelbeck by Red Rivers
Dorothy Borland by Dan & Linda Taylor
Dorothy Borland by K. W. & Shryle Hill
Bill R. Brown by Plains Cotton Growers
Billy Charles Carmack by Hurst Farm Supply
Norman Leo Caswell by Hurst Farm Supply
John Marshall Clark by Joe Anthony
John Marshall Clark by Linda Zachary
Jo Ann Dorsett by Dan & Linda Taylor
Tyler Elliot by Hurst Farm Supply
Catarino Farias by Gary McKenzie
Tracy Lynne Faulkner by Hurst Farm Supply
David Grace by Hurst Farm Supply
David Grace by Larry and Linda King
Jimmy Grimsley by Hurst Farm Supply
Jewel Hanslik by Hurst Farm Supply
Marlin Hawthorne by Hurst Farm Supply
Bobby Dean Harris by Hurst Farm Supply
Bill Hilburn by Plains Cotton Growers
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Paul Hill by Larry & Linda King
Dan & Lee Ruth Krieg by Doug & Valerie
Hlavaty
Ralph McLaughlin by Verett Farms
D.J. Moses by Verett Farms
Margarette Mercer by Dan & Linda Taylor
Don Patterson by Sparenberg Gin Inc.
Charles Paramore by Dan & Linda Taylor
Cornelius Rempel by Gary McKenzie
Jack & Johnnie Robertson by Steve & Patricia
Verett
Austin Steen, Jr., by Hurst Farm Supply
Shane Wallace by Hurst Farm Supply
Dewey & Margie Wells
Teresa Willis by Gary McKenzie
George Witt by Hurst Farm Supply

IN HONOR OF . . .

Bart & Tami Roye by Verett Farms
Wayne Schilling by Allen Schilling
Dan & Linda Taylor by Carlton & Janis Buesing
Dan & Linda Taylor by Mitchell Harris
Dan & Linda Taylor by Thomas & DeLinda
Hicklen
Bob & Betty Wideman by Verett Farms
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FARM CHARM KIDS CHRISTMAS

It was a day of
fun, love and Christmas cheer
at the museum on December
13. The Bayer Museum of
Agriculture hosted the first
Farm Charm Kids Christmas
party for members and the
community. This was free to
the public.
The event began at 2:30
p.m. on a chilly Sunday
afternoon. Children and their
families made ornaments
at the ornament station
graciously attended by Elaine
Johnson and Jan Hayes. A
coloring table was set up for
children to color Christmas
themed coloring pages to take
home and proudly display.
The main attraction of the
event was an appearance by Santa Claus and his
lovely wife, Mrs. Claus. Santa sat at a farm-themed
display and chatted with children who anxiously
awaited to tell him their Christmas wishes. Santa’s
visit was made possible by Joe and Christy Hurst.
While the children and their families explored
the activities, the museum was open for tours and the
interactive exhibits allowed children to increase their

knowledge of the industry, as well as celebrate the
holiday.
A refreshment table was supervised by Linda
King, and donned cookies and lemonade for the
guests to enjoy.
Wagon and tractor rides took guests to the
Ropesville house to have hot chocolate. Jim
Johnson of the South Plains Antique Tractor
Association graciously drove the tractor and
wagon for the event.
The final part of the evening was the feature
film, Annabelle’s Wish, a movie about the
Christmas spirit and life on the farm. The
film was shown in the Plains Cotton Growers
conference center and included
popcorn for kids and their
families.
While only advertised through
email and social media, the event
was a wild success. The museum
staff hopes to make this an annual
tradition.
Additional thanks go to
Stanley Young and Dan Taylor for
helping with the event. We look
forward to seeing you and your
family there next Christmas!
Story by Kirby Kennedy
Photos by Lacee Hoelting & Jan Hayes

“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build your own door.”

-Milton Berle

In this issue’s SPOTTED section, featured
photos are from the 2015 SPATA tractor show,
the annual volunteer appreciation breakfast,
and from a group of children visiting the
Ropseville resettlement house.
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PO Box 505
Lubbock, TX 79408

Hours
The museum is open
Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m.
Facility rentals and
special tours are available
upon request.

Contact Us
806.744.3786 museum

806.744.1734 -

April 23, 2016
Party on the Prairie @ Dan & Linda Taylor’s
Ropesville, TX

director

E-mail:
info@
agriculturehistory.org

Summer Date to be announced
Ice Cream Social from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
@ the Bayer Museum of Agriculture

Website:
www.agriculturehistory.org

August 20, 2016
Annual Membership Meeting @ the Bayer Museum of Agriculture.
August 30, 2016
Annual A Night for the Museum fundraiser,
@ the Lubbock Memorial Civic Center
Bayer Museum of Agriculture

