
a water cannon to be used in watering 
additional areas.
    Doyle, along with Red Rivers, Bob Graham 
and other volunteers, has taken on several 
projects in addition to the water cannon. 
Since the first of the year, they cleaned out the 
workshop at the museum’s Shallowater storage 

facility and turned 
it into a restoration 
shop complete with 
tools and a paint 
booth. These same 
volunteers have begun 
sorting through and 
recycling junk iron on 
the grounds to fund 
the various restoration 

projects. Red and Bob 
have even created some 
unique pieces from spare 
parts like planters, bird 
feeders and table lamps. 
AMA hopes to sell some 

of these items in the gift shop in Phase 
II, which is coming along sooner than 
expected. 
     Last month, AMA broke ground 
on Phase II construction. Phase II will 

include the Plains Cotton Growers Meeting 
Room with seating for 325, the main exhibit 
hall with gift shop and front desk, the catering 
kitchen, the outdoor patio, additional office 
space, storage and a volunteer break room. 

Continued on page 3
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     2013 is proving to be an exciting year for 
the  museum. In January, the annual chili supper 
brought 140 people to the museum. Jerry Spruell 
with Ag Texas Farm Credit made his award-
winning chili for the crowd. AMA and Jerry 
received many compliments on the new recipe. 
Vic and Judy Coker helped sponsor the event and 
Waylon Carroll handled the rest of the meal. 
     The South Plains Antique Tractor 
Association was on hand to give their annual 
donation to the museum. Jim Johnson and Joe 
Embry handed over a large check for $12,000 
on behalf of SPATA. The money is raised 
through an antique tractor 
raffle each year. The winner 
is announced at the Antique 
Tractor and Engine Show the 
third weekend in October. 
This year’s raffle tractor is a 
1949 Farmall C. Tickets are 
available for $5 each from any 
of the SPATA club members. 
     Following the chili 
feed, the museum board 
of directors voted to put 
SPATA’s donation toward 
improving the museum 
grounds where the tractor 
show is held each year. With the generous help 
of Valley Irrigation, Greg Biram, Lubbock 
Electric Co. and Steve Moffett, AMA will soon 
be installing a pivot sprinkler system to water 
the grounds in front of the machinery shed. 
AMA volunteer Doyle McFerrin has also restored 

Rendering of Phase II from MWM Architects

What’s New at the Museum

Left: Red Rivers 
shows off his 
handy   work. 
Right: 450 people 
came out for Hurst 
Farm Supply’s 
Customer Lunch
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A Word from the Board 

A pessimist sees the 
difficulty in every 
opportunity;
an optimist sees the 
opportunity in every 
difficulty.
~ Winston Churchill

     I came across this 
famous quote from 
Winston Churchill 
and it reminded 
me of the  opportunities we possess 
as  members of the American Museum 
of Agriculture. I have been a member 
of the board for about three years and 
have seen tremendous progress while 
establishing this great new structure 
that houses the collection of years 
of agricultural history. Most of the 
progress has not come without a lot 
of effort and difficulty arising from 
both the challenges that come with the 
asking for the funding of such a large 
project and the actual construction of a 
great new facility. 
     As we embark on the start of yet a 
new phase of the master plan we can be 
assured there will be new difficulties. 
We are fortunate to have both 
membership leadership and financial 
commitment that will make the most 
of the opportunities that lie ahead. I am 
pleased to be a member of the museum 
board and look forward to the coming 
years as we see many of the dreams 
come to fruition. 
     I grew up in the farming community 
of Tulia, Texas. Although I was not 
raised on the farm, most of my friends 
that I went to school with and their 
families were either farmers, ranchers, 
elevator owners,  implement dealers or 
in some way involved in agriculture. I 
took ag classes in high school and was 
involved in FFA. I showed a couple 
of pigs and lambs and really enjoyed 
caring for them and learning a little 
about livestock. 
     I have very fond memories of the 
summer nights in the panhandle where 
most of my buddies were  out in the 
sorghum fields changing water, and 
from their efforts, the cool evaporative 

NEW MEMBERS & 
RENEWALS
* denotes new membership

SOD BUSTER
Cargill Cotton*
Center Point Gin, Inc.
Matt & Diane Farmer*
Gibraltar Agency Group, LP
Steve and Delores Greer
Horizon Builders
Lone Star State Bank
New Home Co-op Gin
Texas Tech University - 
     College of Agricultural 
     Sciences & Natural 
     Resources

CREW BOSS
Doyle & Cindy Buxkemper
Anita Hancock
Thomas Harris
Wanda James
Lorenzo Co-op Gin*
Darrell Taylor
George Sides
James & Jackie Smith
South Plains Electric Coop
Texas Agribusiness Insurance
Texas Star Co-op Gin
Dan & Linda Wall

TOP HAND
Terry & Sherri Adcock
Joe Anthony
Floy & Jimmie Gale Ash*
William Bennett
Bozeman Machinery, LP
Danny and Pat Coleman  
Mike & Felicia Fillingim
Harold & Melva Flournoy
Tanya Foerster
Harvey & Joyce Garrison
Larry Hagood
Paul & Melissa Hunter
Terry & Sheri Hurst
Patti Jones
King-Mesa Gin   
Dan & Lee Ruth Krieg
Steve & Rhea Lyn Newton
C. M. Starkey-6 S Land &   
     Cattle Co.
Templeton Farms*

FAMILY
Michael & Melan Agan
Bob and Donna Albin
Gary & Cynthia Bell
Don Bigham
Kenneth & Shirley Braden
Bob & Elena Brown
Dr. & Mrs. David Bush
Marvin & Tommye Cepica
Ben & Jauana Colburn

breeze that came over the town after the 
sun went down.
     I came to Texas Tech in 1971 and 
studied in the school of business. I 
met my wife Donna at Tech  and we 
married at the end of our junior year. I 
had plans to graduate and get a job in 
banking and  obtained a job working 
part time at First National Bank of 
Lubbock . Donna went to school and 
worked at her family’s business, Becknell 
Wholesale Co.  
     Our  final year at Tech was spent  
living in a one bedroom add-on 
apartment to a house at 27th and 
Avenue V . It cost $110.00 per month, 
bills paid and you could reach the stove 
from the bed. Donna had grown up 
on a farm at Idalou and knew  a lot 
more about cotton farming than I did. 
But, I soon became more involved and 
interested in agriculture than I ever had 
before. When I graduated from Tech in 
1975 with a degree in finance, my wife’s 
father, Gene Becknell, asked if I would 
be interested in coming to work at the 
family business and that’s where I have 
been for 38 years.
     Becknell Wholesale began business 
in 1951, primarily as a wholesale 
hardware company. Over the years 
the business has changed and become 
almost exclusively a wholesaler of farm 
hardware, equipment and supplies. 
The company is still family owned and 
distributes product from distribution 
centers in Lubbock and  Dallas to farm 
equipment and parts dealers across six 
states.
     We are blessed to be involved in 
agriculture. It is the driving force of our 
family  business and it is only natural we 
have a large commitment to helping to 
preserve its history.  
     It has been a privilege for me to be 
involved with the museum from the 
standpoint of a member, a volunteer 
and a monetary corporate supporter. 
I remain optimistic and feel confident 
that all who have taken part in this great 
project can be proud of where we have 
come from and where we are going. 

Sincerely,
Ron Chandler

AMA Board Member - Ron Chandler
Partner at Becknell Wholesale Company



“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing 
is going to get better.  It’s not.”

FAMILY CONTINUED
Phil & Kay Daniel*
Mr. & Mrs. Bennie 
     Edwards
Jim & Sue Faulkner
Seth & Katie Fortenberry
Jim & Kathy Gilbreath
Ron & Donita Harkey
Sammy & Marilyn  
     Harris*
Lynn & Cindy Harrist
Phil Harrist
Mr & Mrs. Charles 
     Hastings
Lynda Heinrich
Robert & Henri Henson
Wren & Natalie Howard*
Edsel & Georgia Huie
John Johnson
Wayne & Julie Keeling
Philip & Juaneal 
     Krambeck*
Harold, Billie & Randy 
     Landrum
Donald & Jeanna Love
Ray & Celia Mason
Walter & Tracy Menzer
James & Sylvia Mitchell
Sally Murray
Michael & Betty Patanella
Rudy & Jennifer Ritz*
Clint Robinson
Bonnie Schwarzentraub
Steve & Gretchen Scott*
Frank & Margaret Sehon
Henry & Sellie Shine*
Carolyn Sowell
Harrell Spear
Donald & Sheila Stephens
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Swart
Joe & Jerry Tarbet
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Taylor
Fred & Judy Thayer
Dale & Marie Winders

INDIVIDUALS
Paul & Ellen Carlson
Ron & Donita Harkey
Robert A. Martin
J. T. Rackler
Dwight and Sandra Roye
Dorothy Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. 
     Tate
Shirley White
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- Dr. Seuss

What’s New at the Museum, Continued

Recent additions to 
the Cotton Ginning 

Exhibit.

June 12-13, 2013 
American Agriculture Movement Reunion, Lubbock, TX

July 23, 2013
Ice Cream Social from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

@ the museum, 1121 Canyon Lake Drive

August 24, 2013
AMA Annual Membership Meeting

@ the museum, 1121 Canyon Lake Drive

October 8, 2013
Museum Dinner featuring Damian Mason, Farm Comedian

Lubbock Memorial Civic Center

Continued from page 1
This phase is expected to take 10-12 months 
to complete. There are still several sponsorship 
opportunities available in Phase II, from 
funding an exhibit to purchasing a brick 
column on the patio. Contact Lacee for more 
information. 
     While Phase II is underway, AMA continues 
to add and improve exhibits in the Alton 
Brazell Exhibit Hall, most recently adding two 
touch-screen video players near the Cotton-
Ginning exhibit. The touch-screens, designed 
locally by Hartsfield Design, play 10 different 
educational videos on agriculture and the 
cotton industry. When a video isn’t playing, a 
slideshow of historic images from Southwest    
Collections can be viewed. 
     Other additions to our exhibits include a 
Rumely Oil Pull tractor and a 1950 Studebaker 
pickup truck on loan from the James Carroll 
family, a Moss Lint Cleaner cut-away, various 
cotton grading samples and a seed cleaner 
restored and donated by Don Bell. In June, 
AMA will open its newest exhibit, a 1920s 
blacksmith shop complete with an interactive 
Pepper’s Ghost Hologram that will tell visitors 

what the life of a blacksmith is like. 
      In the mean time, AMA continues to 
host meetings and events including the Texas 
Cotton Ginners’ Association, Pleasant Hill 
Co-op Gin, the South Plains Food Bank, 
Hurst Farm Supply’s Customer Appreciation 
Lunch and smaller events like luncheons and 
birthday parties. 
     This summer, we look forward to hosting 
a portion of the American Agriculture 

Movement’s 
reunion on June 
12-13 and the Ice 
Cream Social on 
July 23. We hope 
you make plans to 
attend. 



founded a program at Cotton 
Center High School in honor 
of their parents. The program 
was started to get students 
interested and involved 
in tractor restoration and 
preservation. Along with 
co-funding the program, 
Doyle taught the class at 
Cotton Center for nine years. 
“I loved teaching the class 
and working with the kids”, 
says Doyle, “I was very lucky 
because all the students in 
my class actually wanted to 
be there and were interested 
in what they were doing. I 
started this program because 
if we can get the kids and 

their parents interested, we might actually have 
a chance at preserving the industry.”
      Doyle taught his last class at Cotton 
Center in 2009 after Ernestine had a stroke 
and required his constant care. “I made her a 
promise in 1962 that I would be there for her 
every day and I was until the day she died in 
2011. We had almost 49 years together; she was 
my best friend.” Doyle and Ernestine have two 
daughters together. 
     Today, Doyle resides in Lubbock where 
he still restores tractors and works on various 
other projects for the museum as well as on 
his own. “I really enjoy working with the 
other volunteers and Lacee, Dan and Alton. 
All of us, we’ve got one common interest and 
that’s right here and I think it’s something 
worth preserving. You know, if the farmer 
doesn’t farm, nobody is going to do anything 
else because we’ve got our hands on the only 
renewable resource in the world.”  Doyle has 
been a volunteer at AMA for two years and 
AMA would like to thank him for his time and 
dedication to the museum and the agriculture 
industry. Written by Kirby Kennedy

Photo by Lacee Hoelting
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QUARTERLY 
VOLUNTEERS
Alton Brazell
Waylon Carroll
Ron Chandler
Vic Coker
J.T. Drake
Lewis Eggenberger
Felicia Fillingim
JoBeth Fraze
Steve Fraze
Jason Gandy
Bob Graham
Sue Graham
Curtis Griffith
Don Harris
Clay Hoelting
Greg Jones
Patti Jones
Linda King
Phil Krambeck
Lee Ruth Krieg
Harold Landrum
Doyle McFerrin
Walter Menzer
Weldon Menzer
Mike Metzig
Patsy Moffett
Steve Moffett
C. Don Rhodes
Red Rivers
Clint Robinson
Leonard Schmidt
Jerry Spruill
Charles Stewart
Wayne Swart
Wanda Swart
Dan Taylor
Linda Taylor
Preston Upshaw
Dale Winders
Tommy Woolam
Stanley Young

Doyle McFerrin
     If there has ever been a 
man who knows the value 
of production agriculture 
as an industry along with 
the mechanics the industry 
entails, it would be AMA 
volunteer Doyle McFerrin. 
     Born in Plainview, 
Doyle grew up on a farm 
on the western edge of 
Hale County between 
Spade and Cotton Center. 
Doyle still owns half a 
section of that farm which 
remains in his family to 
this day. 
     Doyle took his first 
mechanic job in 1958 
at the age of 15. The 
job would begin a long career in tractor 
mechanics and restoration. Doyle attended 
college for a semester at West Texas A&M in 
Canyon. During his short time there, Doyle 
met Ernestine (Ernie to family and friends) 
and they were married on 1962. 
     Doyle has been a mechanic for 50 years, 
the last 20 of which were spent owning and 
operating his own shop, McFerrin Tractor 
Company, located here in Lubbock. Doyle 
worked on the tractors while his wife ran 
the business. “She was the real backbone of 
the company. She kept the books, ordered 
parts, and took care of management while 
I just worked on the tractors. For twenty 
years, we got to go to work together and go 
home together,” Doyle said.
     Along with having his own shop, Doyle 
worked for several dealerships over the 
years, including Massey Fergusson. Doyle 
also worked as a volunteer firefighter for ten 
years in Chillicothe and drove an ambulance 
for two of those years. “To this day, it was 
the scariest thing I’ve ever done in my life”, 
says Doyle of driving the ambulances. 
     In 2000, Doyle and his two brothers 

Museum Hires Summer Help
     AMA would officially like to welcome 
Kirby Kennedy to the musuem. Kirby is a 
junior agricultural communications major 
from Lampasas, Texas and a member of the 
meats judging team. 
     She will be working part time this 
summer designing new museum signage 
and helping with various projects including 
planning the Ice Cream Social while Lacee 
is on maternity leave. 
     Be sure to tell her hello next time you 
visit the museum.



American Agriculture Movement Reunion Planned for June 12-13, 2013
     Many in the agricultural community remember 
the American Agriculture Movement of the late 
1970s, including the dramatic tractorcade to 
Washington, D.C. The individuals that created 
and executed this grassroots lobbying movement 
came from communities all across the nation. The 
American Museum of Agriculture in Lubbock, 
Texas, is hosting a reunion of AAM participants 
and their families June 12-13, 
2013 to capture their stories 
for future generations. It’s an 
amazing piece of agricultural 
and American democracy 
history, and the story should be 
preserved. 
     The reunion, which is a 
partnership of the museum, the 
Southwest Collection at Texas 
Tech and numerous volunteers, 
will allow participants to 
reminisce while their memories 
are preserved on film and audio 
recordings. 
     The video and audio memories are intended to 
be used for several purposes in the future. First, the 
Southwest Collection at Texas Tech is an archive that 
preserves history for future historical research. Andy 
Wilkinson of the Southwest Collection has already 
interviewed some AAM participants. 
     Second, the American Museum of Agriculture 
hopes to build an exhibit on AAM in the coming 

Sponsors and Volunteers make Party on the Prairie a Huge Success
Right: Greg Jones 

gets the steaks ready
Below: Ron & Donna 

Chandler with Dan Taylor, 
Below Right: Leon Pinkert 

atop his surrey.
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years. They have already gathered some artifacts from 
West Texas participants in the movement.  
     If you (or a family member) were involved in the 
American Agriculture Movement, you are invited! 
“This only works if people show up! We want it to be 
a fun time to see old friends and tell stories. We’ll have 
some suggestions for key events during 1977-1979 to 
cover, but the content will be largely driven by who 

is there,” said Dan Taylor, AMA 
board president.
     This reunion is targeted at 
participants from Texas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Colorado, and 
Kansas, but folks are welcome from 
other states also. Participants in any 
AAM events, even if they did not 
participate in the D.C. tractorcade, 
are encouraged to attend. 
     The event will start the morning 
of June 12 at the National 
Ranching Heritage Center in 
Lubbock, with a social that 

evening at the American Museum of Agriculture. 
The second day, June 13, will be held at Dan 
Taylor’s farm east of Ropesville. There will be a $40 
registration cost solely to cover meals for the two 
days. More detailed information is available at www.
agriculturehistory.org/aam or by contacting Davon 
Cook at aamreunion@gmail.com or 970-344-7238. 
Organizers strongly encourage pre-registration using 
the website or by phone.

     It’s become a favorite event among museum 
members. Every April, Dan and Linda Taylor open up 
their barns, move out the tractors and host a delicious 
meal and barn dance. This year’s Party on the Prairie 
was no exception. 
     Guests were greeted at the gates by Leon and 
Greg Pinkert of Slaton, who treated them to 
horse and surrey rides from the parking lot and 
around the grounds. Ag Texas sent out their best 
cooks, Greg Jones and Rodney Keeton to cook 
up delicious steaks and the Hot Texas Band was 
there to entertain the crowd for an old fashion 
barn dance. 
     When they weren’t eating or dancing, 
attendees took a tour of Dan Taylor’s 
personal cotton ginning museum, or 
visited around the campfire.   With 
perfect weather and 150 people in 
attendance, the event raised just 
under $4,000 for the museum. 
     AMA would like to thank Stanley 
Young, Waylon Carroll, and Dr. 
Steve Fraze and wife JoBeth for 
preparing the rest of the meal and 
Linda Taylor, Linda King and Felicia 
Fillingim for handling decorations 
for the party. 

Thank you to the 
following sponsors:

Ag Texas - Rodney 
Keeton, Greg Jones and 
Mike Metzig - Donated 
meat, cooked steaks, and 
supplied bottled water

Capital Farm Credit, 
Clint Robinson and Jason 

Gandy– Sponsored the 
band, the Hot Texas Band 
and helped set up the event.
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Remembering Those Special To Us

Special Thanks

a unique way to honor or remember someone special

IN MEMORY OF . . .
Robert Avery by Jimmy & Patsy 
     Crenshaw
Bobby Altman by Hurst Farm Supply 
Donald Aycock by Fred & Sandra Jones
Onas Maye Golden Belt by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Gene Biles by Marty & Mary Lynne 
     Gibbs
Charles Black by Hurst Farm Supply
Bruce Alan Boyd by Hurst Farm Supply
Mary Frances Brittain by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Joe Cargile by Hurst Farm Supply
Charles Carr by Steve & Gayle 
     Trowbridge
Kenny Chance by Hurst Farm Supply
Myra Cohreps by Fred & Sandra Jones
M. E. Cook by Fred & Sandra Jones
Wanda Cook by Hurst Farm Supply
C. D. Couch by Mr. & Mrs. Leland 
     White
Herman Crawford by Woolam Gin
Herman Crawford by Troy Cook
Soren Eugene Deering Sr. by Larry & 
     Donna Ashley
Dolores Drake by Hurst Farm Supply
Dayton Elam by Plains Cotton 
     Growers, Inc.
Eugene & Dorothy Ellis by James and 
     Beth Ruppel
Eugene & Dorothy Ellis by Ellenor J. 
     Wilkison
Eugene & Dorothy Ellis by David & 
     Rhonda Langston
Eugene & Dorothy Ellis by Don & 
     Gayle Langston
Eugene & Dorothy Ellis by Ellis 
     Langston
Eugene & Dorothy Ellis by Joe & Jessie 
     Langston
John Farris by Jimmy & Patsy 
     Crenshaw
Steven Wayne Fluitt by Hurst Farm 
     Supply

Robert Allen Gentry by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Lena Givens by Hurst Farm Supply
D. C. Herring by Hurst Farm Supply 
Eddie Hoglan by Hurst Farm Supply
Hudman Buran House byHurst Farm 
     Supply
Wayne Huffaker by Dan & Lee Ruth 
     Krieg
Wayne Huffaker by Hurst Farm Supply
Wayne Huffaker by Plains Cotton 
     Growers, Inc
Donald Burnett Hurdt by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Andy Hurst Jr. by Hurst Farm Supply
Edward Jordan by Hurst Farm Supply
Loretta Kauffman by Hurst Farm Supply 
Henry Kveton by Plains Cotton 
     Growers, Inc.
Paul Wayne “Pony” Langdon by Hurst 
     Farm Supply
John Lanham by Sammy & Marilyn 
     Harris
Norman Ledbetter by Woolam Gin
Edna Greener Lupton by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Warren Mathis by Hurst Farm Supply
Nora Meares by Hurst Farm Supply
Sherry Mitchell by Jimmy & Patsy 
     Crenshaw
Sherry Mitchell by Larry and Linda King
Tommy Modisette by Hurst Farm Supply
Janice Pair by Hurst Farm Supply
Janice Pair by Idalou Coop Gin
Thomas A Paulson by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Thomas A. Paulson by Larry & Donna 
     Ashley
Mary Phipps by Hurst Farm Supply
Gerald Eve Piper by Hurst Farm Supply
Floyd Scott Reeve by Hurst Farm Supply
Gerald Rogers by Daniel & Lee Ruth 
     Krieg
Monroe & Arvie Schulz by Norine 

Memorial and honorarium donation forms are available to print online. 
www.agriculturehistory.org/membership.php

Forms can be found in the top, right-hand corner under the heading Forms/Downloads. 
Send your completed form and payment to 

American Museum of Agriculture
PO  Box 505

Lubbock, TX 79408

     Patschke & Family
Brogan Kash Sehon by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Ray Sells by Idalou Coop Gin
Nathan Wayne Shannon by Hurst Farm 
     Supply
Betty Shipman by Bob and Sue Graham
Harold Gene Traylor by Hurst Farm 
Supply
Harold Gene Traylor by Woolam Gin
Harold Gene Traylor by Troy Cook
Joyce Vardemn by Alton Brazell
Jack Link by Glen & Velda Phipps
Joyce Vardeman by Gary & Cynthia Bell
Joyce Vardeman by Mr & Mrs. Doyle 
     Buxkemper
Joyce Vardeman by Hurst Farm Supply
Joyce Vardeman by Dan & Lee Ruth 
     Krieg
Joyce Vardeman by Don & Gayle 
     Langston
Joyce Vardeman by Charles Mason
Joyce Vardeman by Ray Mason Family
Joyce Vardeman by Daniel and Linda 
     Taylor
Joyce Vardeman by Carolyn Gregg
Joyce Vardeman by Scott & Ann Claire 
     Carlson
Paul Sherrill by Woolam Gin
Gail Smith by Hurst Farm Supply
Felix Upchurch Jr. by Hurst Farm Supply 
Grady P. Warren by Vic Coker
Grady Phillip Warren by Vic Coker
John Ed Wilde by Hurst Farm Supply Inc.
Willy Zacharias, Jr. by Idalou Coop Gin

IN HONOR OF . . .
Lynn Harrist by Darrell & Stephanie 
     Holland
Greg Pinkert by Dan & Linda Taylor
Leon Pinkert by Dan & Linda Taylor
Carlton Schaffner by Dan & Linda Taylor
Dan & Linda Taylor by Carlton & Janis 
     Beesing
Dan Taylor by City Bank
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AMA is Available for Field Trips
Thank you to Trinity Christian School, Plainview ISD’s Edgemere Elementary and Meadow ISD for their recent 

visits to our museum. We hope you come back and see us again. 

pheromones helped to eradicate the boll weevil. 
     Hyram Shaw of Milam County, Texas used this 
particular boll weevil machine in the early 1920s. 
Gene Lynn, who was active with the Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce and farm broadcasting, 
donated it to the Lubbock County Historical 
Collection, now AMA. This boll weevil catching 
machine was used up until the 1930s. An educational 
video featuring this machine can be viewed in the 
cotton exhibit at AMA. 

     The boll weevil catching machine may not look like 
a refined piece of equipment, but this machine was an 
early mechanical attempt to control the greatest pest 
the cotton industry has ever faced. The horse-drawn 
boll weevil catching machine was invented shortly 
after the turn of the 20th century. By this time the 
cotton industry was experiencing huge losses in cotton 
and was only going to lose more if a solution wasn’t 
found. There were no chemical application options 
at this time; so resourceful farmers invented various 
implements to try to deal with the boll weevil.
     This rare, horse-drawn machine featured a flat 
tray and two fans, which resembled windmill blades. 
The blades hooked to rotators and worked much like 
a cultivator. The fans beat the cotton plant as the 
machine was pulled down the rows and would knock 
the boll weevil infected bowls and any roaming weevils 
off the cotton plant and into the tray. After a farmer 
had sifted several rows and collected the infected 
bowls, the tray was emptied and the bolls and boll 
weevils were burned.
     Calcium arsenate dust in 1918 was the first 
insecticide available for farmers to use against the boll 
weevil. This era lasted from 1918 until after WWII. 
Numerous methods were used to spread this “dust” or 
powder over the fields. The worst weevil year on record 
was 1950 with losses throughout the U.S. estimated at 
$750 million. It wasn’t until the 1980s that Malathion 
evolved as the preferred insecticide in boll weevil 
eradication programs because of its effectiveness on 
the weevil, safety, and cost efficacy. This insecticide 
in combination with traps and use of male weevil 

Boll Weevil Catching Machine

Gene Lynn poses 
with the boll 
weevil machine 
he donated. He 
recntly visted 
the museum for 
the first time. 
Gene Lynn is 
the speaker in 
the boll weevil 
machine video 
that can be 
viewed  on 
AMA’s new 
touch screen 
player. 

by Kirby Kennedy

Left: Trinity Christian 7th grade classes, Right: JT Drake shows Meadow 2nd graders how to shell corn
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AmericAn museum of Agriculture

Po Box 505
luBBock, tx  79408

NEW HOURS
The museum is open 
Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. 

Special tours are available 
upon request.

contAct us

806.744.3786 - 
museum & fax
806.239.5796 - 
director
877.789.8335 - 
toll free

E-mail:
amadirector@
agriculturehistory.org

Website:
www.agriculturehistory.org

Held at the American Museum of Agriculture
Bring the family and a freezer of your best homemade ice cream.

Prizes will be awarded to the top three ice cream entries.
Judging starts at 7:15, socializing to follow.


